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BOOK   be forgotten in a burst of national sentiment. On tlxo oilier hand, if the

-.  XL   ^TTigVi Commissioner's intervention were directed, to iho provontion of

1895'    race war, he would probably receive the support, of both raws; and it

must be remembered that the material interests of Uio Oapo fanners

would be on the side of some closer tmion with the Transvaal in tho

matters of customs and railways than can bo looked for undor iho

present regime.

7. What woidd be the composition and result of the dcUbwatitni
of a Constituent Assembly?

This has to some extent been dealt with undor hoad IT. T havo Indi-
cated the forces likely to be operating, and tho roRt IB a quoHliim of mon,
management and the circumstances of tho xnomont. If tho Convention
were to represent fairly the wealth, intelligence and various nuUotwHUoH
of the population, a large majority would bo English; but if a peaceful
and permanent settlement is to be effected tho Dutch minority would
have at the same time to bo adequately represented. WhH,hor such a
Convention would decide upon independence, or upon a Holf-govornintf
British colony, is a matter of conjecture; but so far as tho momhors
could be influenced without coercion our weight should bo thrown into
the scale of the latter as the best course for the Transvaal itsolf, as \voll
as for South Africa generally.

Believe me, Yours very faithfully,               HEBCULMS UOJUNHON.

II
On Chamberlain's mind this letter from his adviser in South
Africa threw a flood of light. Just before he received it, other
signs suggested imminent crisis in the Transvaal. Lionel
Phillips, hitherto supposed to be anything but a firebrand, had
made his insurgent speech to the Chamber of Mines. "It is a
mistake to imagine that this much maligned community, winch
consists, anyhow, of a majority of men born of free men, will
consent indefinitely to remain subordinate to the minority in
this country and that they will for ever allow their lives, their
property and liberty to be subject to its arbitrary will."*
There was talk of an Uitlander strike against paying taxes of
any kind until grievances were redressed. The High Commis-
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